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The British Museum 
This is perhaps a personal matter and it could not be said that the 
trustees or Museum staff have any official views on this subject. It 
can be stated, however, that members of the staff who have travelled 
abroad on library affairs, or to meetings of librarians, have returned 
with a firm impression of the stimulus which is to be derived from 
foreign contacts. Great practical advantages also accrue from the 
establishment of personal relations with librarians of other countries. 
In this connection it would be true to say that the British Museum 
has very wide contacts with both librarians and scholars. 
The National Library of Wales 
The present librarian has not yet had an opportunity of travelling 
abroad and visiting large libraries. He plans to visit libraries of the 
United Kingdom next summer. 
Bibliothdque Nationale, France 
Many members of the Bibliotheque Nationale have profited from 
the opportunity to visit libraries and professional colleagues in other 
countries. The administrator-general has visited during recent years, 
libraries in England and western Europe. He also spent two months 
in the United States visiting many libraries, and attending the San 
Francisco, U.S.A. conference of the American Library Association. 
Other staff members have visited far afield on a great variety of pro-
fessional missions. One report of a study of the selection, reproduction, 
and diffusion of official documents has been published.’ Details of 
these visits may be found in the administrator-general’s report.* 
Koninklijke Bibliotheek, The Netherlands 
The present librarian has had many opportunities for foreign travel 
L I B R A R Y  TRENDS 
which have given an insight into the organization and the importance 
of foreign libraries, which certainly is very useful for his work. AS 
general secretary of the International Advisory Committee on Bibli- 
ography and as a regular visitor of the meetings of I.F.L.A. he has 
seen many libraries in many countries. It goes without saying that the 
experience acquired in this way greatly enlarges one’s professional 
knowledge and broadens one’s view. This it is hoped and believed 
is to the benefit of the Royal Library. 
Schweizerische Landesbibliothek, Switzerland 
Two years ago, despite many difficulties, personnel exchanges of 
Swiss librarians with librarians of foreign libraries were initiated. In 
1953, there was one exchange with the British Museum, in 1954 
another with the Deutsche Bibliothek in Frankfurt, and this year one 
is planned with the Royal Library at The Hague. The duration of 
these exchanges is only one or two months, but nevertheless they are 
of high profit as well for the librarian concerned as for the Library 
itself, by the new ideas gathered on methods and techniques and by 
the general impulse the exchange librarian receives in seeing new 
horizons. The frequent travels undertaken by the director in behalf 
of I.F.L.A. and Unesco have been of the greatest importance to him, 
and have afforded him not only an opportunity for making instructive 
comparisons, and of keeping himself informed of new trends in other 
countries, all of which is very helpful for future planning, but also in 
establishing personal contacts which make international relations much 
easier. Thus, two years ago, a collaborator and himself, while attend- 
ing the Deutscher Bibliothekartag, solved in a conversation of half 
an hour some problems of international loan pending between Ger- 
many and Switzerland. 
Mill$ Kiitiiphane, Ankara 
Foreign travel has enabled the librarian to observe and get ac-
quainted with many foreign libraries. Much of practical value has 
been gained from this. Thus, for example, the working of a lending 
library system has had a deep effect on the librarian, and has stimu- 
lated him to set up the beginnings of a lending library system in 
Ankara under the sponsorship of the National Library. Many other 
concrete examples could be cited of how foreign travel has influenced 
the librarian and how much of practical experience has been gained 
from it. 
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The Jewish National and University Library, Israel 
The director of the Jewish National and University Library, has 
described his impressions formed on his visits to libraries in the 
United States, in 1952.3Among the aspects of American librarianship 
which he noted especially were: the prominent place of libraries in 
American cultural and social life, the social consciousness and sense 
of responsibility of the American librarian, the great attention paid to 
adult education, the flexibility in technique, the willingness to co-
operate, as evidenced by bibliographical centers, cooperative purchase 
plans and interlibrary loan, and the stimulus provided by the Library 
of Congress in these activities working as it does on a high level of 
scholarship motivated by a spirit of democracy and humanitarianism. 
The National Diet Library, Japan 
So far, eleven members of the staff of the National Diet Library 
have been sent abroad to study library affairs. In summarizing their 
impressions it may be said that although the national libraries in 
Britain and France have long histories, their processing techniques 
have not achieved as much unity as have the procedures of the Library 
of Congress. An excessive knowledge of bibliography is required for 
reference work in Britain and France, whereas, in the Library of 
Congress, processing techniques are more responsive to reference de- 
mands. One colleague reported notable advances in legislative refer- 
ence work attained by the Library of Congress and other libraries in 
the United States. There may be a disparity in the standards of the 
National Diet Library and the Library of Congress, because the Na- 
tional Diet Library is patterned on the Library of Congress of six 
years ago. 
Bibliothdque Publique de la Rdgence de Tunis 
The conservateur has participated in the Stage de Malmo, and has 
made a yearly journey to France to attend the meetings of French 
librarian. The director of the libraries of the interior has taken part 
in the Stage d'Ibadan. 
Biblioteca Nacionul, Cuba 
The librarian, on a recent trip to Europe, observed that many Latin- 
American cataloging rules are being adopted. 
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